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Gentlemen, — 

In  placing  before  you  my  First  Annual  Report,  I am  sorry  to  say  that  all  the 
Meteorological  Observations  have  been  lost  owing  to  the  illness  of  your  late  Medical  Officer. 


Your  Board  and  the  Town  generally  have  just  reason  to  be  congratulated  upon 
the  state  of  the  public  health  during  the  past  year. 


I might  say  that  Infectious  Disease,  beyond  a small  and  localised  outbreak  of 
Scarlatina  in  Sidley,  has  been  practically  unknown.  This  outbreak  was  due  to  verv  defective 
drainage,  which  was  immediately  remedied. 


Influenza  has  been  present  in  a very  mild  form,  and  is  responsible  for  two  deaths 
only.  Diphtheria  was  present  in  the  form  of  one  case,  which  came  from  London  on  a 
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Scarlet  Fever  cases,  to  the  number  of  21,  occurred  during  the  vear,  and  the 
majority  of  these  took  place  at  Sidley.  Seven  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  reported  during 
the  year,  three  of  which  were  imported,  leaving  four  to  the  credit  of  the  town,  two  of  which 
were  contracted  through  polluted  wells,  and  two  from  defective  drainage. 


The  outbreak  of  Measles  reported  at  the  end  of  1892  quicklv  subsided  after  the 
commencement  of  last  year.  Five  cases  of  Erysipelas  and  one  case  of  Membranous  Croup 
were  also  notified  during  the  year. 

9 cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred  under  5 
18  M n n ,,  above  5 
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people  whose  ages  were  not  notified. 


This,  Gentlemen,  completes  my  survey  of  Infectious  Disease. 


With  regard  to  the  Population,  we  have  1,248  houses  occupied,  and,  allowing 
five  persons  to  each,  our  inhabitants  number  6,240. 


During  the  year  72  deaths  and  173  births  were  registered  in  the  district,  giving  a 
Death-rate  of  ii‘53  per  1000  inhabitants. 

Birth  „ „ 27-6 


Deducting  three  deaths  of  Visitors,  and  one  death  in  Convalescent  Home,  which 
have  taken  place,  our  actual  death-rate  is  ii  per  1000  inhabitants. 
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These  statistics  will  compare  most  favourably  with  those  of  any  preceding  year; 
in  fact  I do  not  think  our  birth-rate  has  ever  been  so  high,  and  certainly  our  death-rate  is  as 
low  as  it  was  when  our  inhabitants  were  fewer. 


Deaths  in  Bexhill  registered  during  1893. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Diphtheria 

0 

I 

I 

Diarrhcea  and  Dysentery 

0 

I 

I 

Pyaemia 

I 

0 

I 

Cancer 

I 

I 

2 

Scrofulous  Diseases 

0 

2 

2 

Phthisis 

8 

2 

10 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System 

Convulsions 
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9 
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Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Circulation... 

3 
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5 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs 

4 

5 
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Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs 
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Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs 
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Premature  Birth 
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Atrophy 
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Old  Age 
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Debility  from  Birth 
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Puerperal  Fever 
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Suicide 
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Total 

41 

31 

72 

SANITATION. 


During  the  year  great  strides  have  been  made  towards  putting  the  town  in  a 
perfectly  sanitary  condition.  Besides  the  extensive  works  that  were  done  in  re-laying  main 
sewers  that  were  found  defective,  130  inspections  of  different  premises  have  been  made. 
Following  these  inspections,  97  houses  have  been  re-drained  and  put  in  a perfectly  sanitary 
condition.  Twelve  nuisances  dangerous  to  the  public  health  have  been  removed.  Two  wells 
have  been  compulsorily  closed.  Three  houses  that  were  supplied  by  wells  have  had  the  town 
water  compulsorily  laid  on. 


In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  I would  most  sincerely  point  out  to  you  the  serious 
risk  the  town  may  be  incurring  by  having  no  Isolation  Hospital,  however  small,  for  the 
reception  of  first  cases. 


From  time  to  time  cases  of  infectious  disease  do  occur,  and  must  continue  to 
occur,  when  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  avoid  imminent  risks  of  infection,  by  isolating 
the  patients,  an  alternative  which  we  are  at  present  absolutely  without. 


Your  Board  has  already  had  this  matter  under  consideration,  and  I would  most 
urgently  advise  you  to  deal  with  it  as  one  of  the  first  matters  of  importance. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

CHARLES  WIGGINS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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